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tiplied 34-9,621 by 5. the product 
1,748,105. He divided 2.ei08.73jby 
4; and answered i<iimediutely652,l 83. 
Beiii^ giveu the sum of two num- 
bers, 728, and the difference 16, he 
was required to find liie numbers, 
and answered 372 and 356. Being 
asked what factors would produce 
765.621, he answered 85,069 multi- 
plied by liirie. Being pvun 877 as 
one of the factors for the same uuiu- 
ber, he gave the other 873. Thest 
are but a few of oiany answers, but 
sufficient to asceuain his wonderful 
and unaccountable talent. 



TV the Preprietors <if the Belfast Magazine. 



A LETTER TO A LADY ON THE SUB- 
JECT OF HEB SON LEARKfNG LATIN. 

'T'his is his season of life for learn- 
ing languages, and those things 
ivhicli chiefly occupy the memory : 
ibis faculty is now in its full per- 
fection with him, and should be ful- 
ly employed ; it is compared to an 
arch, which is strengthened by the 
weight laid upor» it. In a few years 
the nu-mory will rather decline, and 
the judgment ripens, when Arith- 
metic and mathematics will be in 
season. I know it is in fashion v.ith 
many, who do not mean to send their 
sons, to universities, to explode and 
decry Latin as an useless acquisition. 
tt may perhaps be unprof table in this 
sense, that it may bring ihein no mo- 
ney ; the concerns of civil life may 
be transacted quite as well without 
it; the finest productions in thai lan- 
guage are translati d into the ujoiber- 
tongue. French is more esseniiai to 
accomplish the geniiemaa, to accom- 
modate the traveller, and is tue nwst 
universal vehicle of verbal commuiii- 
.'atioo. But Latin has t)een for ages 
past, and 1 believe will be for ages 
la come, (if the world stand) the 
grojjud-work of the 1/tci.iry part of 
liberal education"; it is like ilse rvoi 



of all the most refined living languag- 
es, and when a louuiJalioa is laid io 
this, the rest are feadily learned. In 
our own tongue, so many thousand 
words are adopted into oor language, 
and become a part of it, and so many 
familiar- Latin phrases and expres- 
sions are constantly usid in word and 
writing, ihat an igiuiratice of Latin 
leaves one much in tiie dark as to 
uadtrstanding, and like bad speiiin", 
betrays ati original defect in one*9 
tuition. All adept in Latin knows 
as it were by intuitioji, the powers 
am! fitness ot. words derived from 
that founiaiii, and uses them accor- 
dingly. Ht has an opportunity of 
reading the iinest historians, moral- 
ists, poets a;id oiaUirs, in a l,in<>ua"e 
to which nolaiis;migfc diK.-.s>aiiy thui'r 
like justice. Tiansliilioas compared 
with such originals are like siiaiil.jws 
compared wiiii subsi,ance, and like 
uaaiiimated compaied with auimaied 
nature. 

R. S. 



To the Profridors of the Bet/mt Magaelne. 

Gentlemen, 
"VOUR Magazine for September 
*■ last gives an account of an 
outrage committed by a young man 
of iIms county in the townland ef 
Ballyeaston, 15 years ago, the truth 
of which 1 have no reason to doubt : 
yet I think the young man had no 
premedaated intention of injury in 
bis mind ; nor bad he any interest 
in so doing, except to gratity a little 
idle foUj" in trying his horse. Had 
he met with men of so foigivino- a 
(lisposiliou as your correspotuieut F. 
the matter would never have been 
spoken of. But your corjespondent 
does not mention a single word, of an 
nnderlandlord, not far distant from 
the same townland, who about two 
years ago made his tenants pay (heir 
rents in K'>ld, which inciuased their 
rents every fourth peony j gold be- 
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ing so much more valuable than 
Botes at that time ; and for no other 
teason was this demand made, than 
because the tenants presumed to 
choose their own clergyman, con- 
trary to his opinion. Such a gen- 
tleman as I have described could 
not readily be found in the 
present day, nor in any other, I dare 
say, except in the reign of Nero. I 
believe this fact can be authenticat- 



ed by too many evidences, as the 
poor tenants can testify. I had it 
from a very respectable gentiemaa 
residing in the neigiibourbood. In 
such a case as that, your " Ulster in- 
dependence of mind" must have been 
a« far humbled as it could be in this 
county, or any other county in the 
province of Leinster. 

A Wexford Farmer. 
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■ lOCRAPBICAL SKETCH OF MOSBS 
MENObtSSOHN*, A PBILOSOPHICAC. 
AND LITERAKY JEW. 

■' Philosophv is the purification and per- 
fection of the life of man." 

THE natioual character of the 
Jewish people has proved so 
averse to letters, that some persons 
will not easily believe that they can 
boast of no' concise catalogues of 
illustrious men. Obsolete, supersti- 
tions, hereditary customs, and poli- 
tical oppressions have isolised this 

• Mapy of the particulars of the life of 
Mosea Mendelssohn have been extracted 
from an excellent periodical publication, 
the Monthly Repository of Theology and 
General Literature. A writer in that work 
assigns the fol lowing motives for publishing 
the memoirs of a singular character, a phi- 
losophical Jew. For»imilarr<"ison»an enlarg- 
ed biographical sketch is inserted inthe Bel- 
fast Magazine. " The life of Moses Men- 
delssohn exhibits a pattern which young 
persons of a taste and ardour like his, and 
in similar circumstances would do well to 
copy. They may hence learn never to dis- 
trust the governing Providence of God, 
never to remit the efforts of which they 
are capable, never to despise the dictates 
of an honourable prudence. It i> princi- 
pally with the Tiew of inculcating such 
lessons as these, that the present memoir 
of this extraordinary man has been pre- 
pared. Another end may perhaps be an- 
swered by the perusal of it ; the reader may 



people. Whenever a nation suffers, 
men are frequently led to think. 
The Jews have been considered as 
bold thinkers, but situation some- 
times converts bold thinkers into 
timid men. In this more polished 
age they have not been without 
some, whose minds have caught the 
enthusiasm of fame, and who have 
breathed a portion of that ethereal 



have a stronger conviction that moral and 
intellectual excellence are not confined to 
particular denominations or sects of men. 
In the age and nation in which he lived, 
Mendelssohn was not^the only literary Jew. 
l«t the benefits of unrestricted toleration 
and liberal intercourse be extended to peo- 
ple of a// persuasions in religion, and the 
minds and characters aiall will be improv- 
ed in the highest degree which humanity 
permits. We have in Englaad opulent 
Jews, some of whom are occasiooaDy 
spoken of as patronizing, and some few as 
cultivating knowledge and the arts. But 
it is rarely indeed, that ^ny of these or 
their humbler brethren have appeared with 
reputation as writers on subjects Of general 
learning or science. There is not one of 
them who approaches to Mendelssohn. 
In these circumstances, it is natural to in- 
quire, what cause can be assigned for this 
difference between the Jewish inhabitants 
of Great-Britain and those of Germany i 
The practical solution of the problem can 
begiven by the le^slature of the United 
Kingdom." 



